
2011 Nouveau Monde Merlot

Red  

100% Merlot

France 

Aude 

13.0% 

6,000 cases

750ml

VINEYARD NOTES:  The grapes for Nouveau Monde are sourced from a vari-
ety of vineyards throughout the Aude and Heurault region, with roughly half of 
the grapes being farmed near Minervois.  These vineyards are on the banks of 
the Aude River and the Canal de Midi, which supplies extra irrigation in the hot 
summers, and aids generates cooling fogs in the morning.  Merlot is planted 
on Clay and Limestone Soils, often with scree covering the clay to retain water 
and improve the health of the vines.

TASTING NOTES:   The Nouveau Monde style is to emphasize varietal fruit 
character and to be approachable 6 months after the harvest. Our Merlot has 
very generous fruit and a weighty mouthfeel with primary aromas of plum, 
cherry and wild berry fruit in the nose.  

VINIFICATION:  A combination of modern and traditional methods are used 
to make Nouveau Monde.  Modern temperature control methods are used to 
soften the wine, reducing the effects of the tannins, and maximize the color 
extraction.  30% of the Merlot is produced with traditional methods, with a 
2 week maceration period, to enhance the aromatic and flavor profile of the 
wines.

VINTAGE:   A warm and dry spring started the season off well, though a cooler 
July slowed ripening considerably.  In August the heat returned, and paired with a 
long Indian Summer through September and into October, resulted in a ripe, low 
acid vintage.
 
STORY:  Nouveau Monde is a blend of many co-operatively run vineyards through-
out the Aude and the western Heurault de-
partments.  Centered around vineyards in 
the village of Puichéric.  They specialize in 
lush, ready to drink wines from classic va-
rietals.
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